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Dr. Ranti Bushura: A District of Columbia Public School Success Story

“With so much negative talk about public education in Washington, D.C., it became important to me to demonstrate that African American students from the District Public School System can excel in science and mathematics courses.”

Ranti Bushura was born in Washington D.C. After living and growing up in Nigeria, West Africa, her family returned to the United States for her to pursue the “American Dream,” which in their minds was linked to a solid education. Dr. Bushura was recently in Washington, D.C. for her wedding, and took time to visit the Science and Engineering Alliance, Inc. (SEA) Headquarters on K Street, to speak with her mentor Dr. Robert L. Shepard, executive director of SEA.

Dr. Shepard: Ranti or should I say, Dr. Bushura, we have tracked your progress since we honored you with a high school incentive award at the First Annual SEA Scholarship and Incentive Award Banquet back in 1991. We are so proud of what you went on to accomplish in the field of science. To the SEA, you are a role model. What is your message to other young people in the Washington, D.C. Public School System (DCPS)? 

Dr. Bushura: My journey began with the chemistry classes at Cardozo High School in Washington D.C. With so much negative talk about public education in Washington, D.C., it became important to me to demonstrate two things: (1) that quality subjects like chemistry are taught in the Washington D.C. Public School System; and (2) that African American students from the District Public School System can excel in science and mathematics courses. 

My experiences at Cardozo afforded me the excitement of learning chemistry and the discovery of educational and research opportunities for African Americans. The motivation and guidance of my chemistry teacher, Mrs. Lucy McCorkle, was instrumental in my learning about the SEA. The association with the SEA was a major factor in helping me chart my career path. The SEA provided the avenue for me to learn more about the challenges in science and technology. The SEA connection also exposed me to the opportunities that would be available if I chose to continue my post-secondary education at one of the four Historically Black College and University (HBCU) SEA member institutions. I was convinced the SEA guidance was pointing me in the direction I wanted to go. I graduated from Cardozo High School in the spring of 1992. In the Fall of 1992, I enrolled in Jackson State University, one of the SEA member institutions, and chose to major in chemistry, all the while staying in contact with the SEA office for guidance and support. Jackson State University provided an environment that stimulated my academic and spiritual growth. The early mentoring and coaching from the SEA, and the special environment and academic training received from Jackson State, increased my thrust for knowledge. These two institutions had a profound impact in demonstrating to me that one could give back to their communities. 

After receiving my Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry from Jackson State in 1996, I entered graduate school at the University of Mississippi to pursue the field of pharmacy. On May 12, 2000, I was awarded the Doctor of Pharmacy from the University of Mississippi. 

Ranti’s dream of giving back to her community has become a reality. Following completion of her residency at the Leesburg Pharmacy in Leesburg, VA in June 2001, she joined Howard University in July 2001 as an Assistant Professor in the School of Pharmacy. Her goal now is to invest in the Washington, D.C. community through her research at Howard, focusing on diabetes, community pharmacy, and pharmaceutical care services.
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